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How can we all work 
together to support 
your child?



The findings from research are clear: 
parents and carers who support their 
children with their education have a 
positive impact on their achievement.

Put simply: you are vital to their success!

• Attendance Officer: making sure that your 
child goes to school and all of their lessons is a 
massive help. Don’t underestimate the impact 
you can have here!

• Banker: paying for the materials and tools 
necessary for your child to engage in learning. 
Maybe paying for bribes now and again too?

• Study Buddy: You can help in so many ways, 
even if you’re unsure of something. Have a look 
at the revision strategies page to help with some 
ideas of what to do.

• Advisor: you know what is best for your child.  
They will need you to help them see the light at 
the end of tunnel over the next few months, and 
your guidance is more important now than ever.

• Project Manager: as we know, teenagers are 
not necessarily known for their get-up-and-
go attitude! They may need you to help them 
structure their time, including games consoles, 
phones, TV and other distractions, and help them 
to manage any temper tantrums they may arise 
when you do try and manage the above!

• Party Planner: your child will need relaxation 
time, and time away from their studies. Having 
fun is important, and who better to spend time 
with than their family or friends?

• Go-Between: Being the person that talks to the 
school is a huge help. We all want to support your 
child, so feel free to ask us questions they won’t, 
or tell us things they can’t.

As well as a carer and the provider of food, you are so much more.  
You may find yourself in one or more of the following roles:



Key dates
Year 11 2022 - 2023

Year 11 Academy Open to Students Wednesday 7th September
City College Open Evening Thursday 13th October 2022
Y11 Exam Success Evening 20th October 2022
Y11 Rewards for ARCH Values 21st October 2022
Y11 Mocks start 1st November 2022
Y11 Mocks finish 22nd November 2022
INSET DAY 25th November 2022
INSET DAY 28th November 2022
Y11 A Christmas Carol-Main Hall 5th December 2022
Year 11 Taster day City College-Humanities 6th December 2022
Y11 AU1 Reports to go home to parents 9th December 2022
Christmas Showcase 15th December 2022 @ 7pm
Christmas Jumper Day/Year 11 Rewards 16th December 2022
INSET DAY 3rd January 2023
Y11 City College Taster Day 16th and 18th January 2023
Y11 Parents Evening 19th January 2023
Y11 City College Taster Day 20th February 2023
Haywood Academy Awards Evening 9th February 2023
Y11 Taster session at City College 13th February 2023
Y11 Taster session at City College 16th February 2023
Y11 Mocks 27th February - 10th March 2023
Y11 Art and Photography Exams  16th March-29th March 2023
Y11 Rewards Week 20th March 2023
Y11 Coffee Morning-Parents and family 
members are welcome 21st March 2023
Y11 AU2 Reports go home to parents 22nd March 2023
Y11 Parents Evening  23rd March 2023
Y11 Exams begin 2nd May 2023
Y11 Maths Drop down 3rd May 2023
Y11 Exam Protocols 4th May 2923
City College Preferences deadline 5th May 2023
WRITTEN GCSE EXAMS BEGIN May 2023
Y11 Leavers Assembly 27th June 2023
INSET 29th-30th June 2023
INSET 24th-25th July 2023
Y 11 GCSE Results Day 24th August 2023-Expected date



Period: 1 2 3 4 5

Start Time 9.10 am - 10.10 am 10.10 am - 11.10 am 11.30 am - 12.30 am 12.30 pm - 1.30 pm 2.00 pm - 3.00 pm

Monday 31st 
October

Tuesday 1st 
November

Wednesday 
2nd November

Thursday 3rd 
November

Friday 5th 
November

Biology
09:10 - 10:40 (1hr 30)

Mathematics
09:10 - 10:40 (1hr 30)

English Literature
09:10 - 10:40 (1hr 30)

Chemistry
11:30 - 13:00 (1hr 30)

English Language
11:30 - 13:15 (1hr 45)

Physics
11:30 - 13:00 (1hr 30)

Year 11 Examination 
Timetable

Commencing Monday 31st October 2022, Week A





Create a Revision 
Plan Online

A great free online study planner can be 
found here: https://getrevising.co.uk/planner
This can be used to schedule your child’s time easily, add exams, controlled assessment 
deadlines and more. It breaks up the time at home into manageable chunks to help plan revision 
effectively. Don’t forget to ‘plan a life’ too but make sure that this is balanced.

View a week 
or a month

Weekend slots 
broken into 1 hr

Add blocks for 
school time

Use colours to split 
up subjects

Plan after 
school time



Revision tips 
for parents

Revision traditionally has been seen as an activity done just before exams, creating enormous 
levels of stress for students. Students are rarely able to sustain their effort longer than 
a couple of weeks. At Haywood Academy, we are trying to ensure all of our students are 
revising in a way that is as effective as possible, leading to better exam results in a way that is 
sustainable for the students. This information sheet sets out our three revision principles that 
have been proven to have a positive impact on student performance, as well as actions we can 
all do, as a community, to help our young people achieve.

Principle 1 
Triple S - (Start-early, Space-out-&-repeat 
and Switch-subjects)

Interleave

Block

Space

Mass

Students

• Organise your week by putting together a revision timetable – now is the 
perfect time to start. Include

• 10 minute chunks for each subject repeated through the week
• Ensure you plan plenty of time away from school work to relax! 
• Reward yourself for sticking to it

Staff

• We will share course topic outlines to help you plan your revision and build in 
time in lessons to review content from previous topics, systematically

• Tutors will help and support you in starting revision early
• We will celebrate with you when you start to see the results and support you 

when you have challenges

Parents
• Follow your child’s revision timetable or get a copy and help them stick to it 

with gentle reminders
• Reward them for sticking to it

Spaced practice – this is where revision is spread 
over a longer period so revision starts as early as 
possible. This is because revision becomes more 
effective when it is built on prior knowledge and 
understanding of a topic becomes deeper with 
repetition. To get multiple repeats in you need to 
start early! Interleaving – revision should be done 

in small chunks, switching between topics and 
subjects each time. It has been shown to be better 
to leave a subject, study something else and revisit 
it again at a later date, than doing all of one subject 
at ones. The act of forgetting something and then 
trying to recall it makes for stronger memories.



Principle 2 
Practice retrieving memories

Principle 3 
Manage your brain

Students

• Prioritise testing yourself over re-reading and highlighting notes and test 
yourself on content

• Read notes, revision guides, websites (etc) and then cover it, make notes on 
what you can remember and check what you have remembered

• Create flash cards - they become really useful when you try and remember 
what is on them, so test yourself

• Use online revision and testing websites (e.g. Seneca, Kahoot, Quizlet etc)
• Go over as many past exam paper questions as you can find and use the mark 

schemes to check how close you are
• Stick at it. You will find this hard at first as you will be getting lots wrong – that’s 

absolutely perfectly natural. If you were getting it right you wouldn’t need to 
revise it!

Staff
• We will provide links to resources and past paper questions
• We will use retrieval practice questions from previous topics in lessons 

frequently and plan lessons where we see gaps in student’s knowledge

Parents

• Keep encouraging your child especially at the start when getting into habits as 
this is the time when they can slip back into just re-reading their revision guides 
as it is easier.

• Ask your child questions and test them on what they have learned in revision 
sessions. Incorporate spaced practice – go back to their revision timetable and 
test them on things from the week or month before

Students

• Turn off any distractions (T.V, music and phone notifications for the time you 
are revising).

• Learn things in small chunks and test yourself on them until you know if before 
moving onto more in depth ideas

• Use images in your notes. You don’t have to be an artist, it will just help you 
manage the information.

Staff

• We will model how to manage distractions and create effective learning 
environments in lessons that you can copy at home

• We will show you how we chunk our new content down so that you can 
manage it in small chunks

Parents • Help with avoiding distractions by offering to keep phones away from your 
children whilst revising

Going to the gym or exercising can be hard and 
it is easier to think ‘I’ll leave it this once’ or ‘I’ll 
take it really easy today’ and then you make 
little progress. Learning and revision are exactly 
the same. How students, revise is crucial and 
we have always made the distinction between 
passive revision (e.g. sitting reading and hoping 
the information stays in) and active revision which 

takes more effort. Some forms of revision that 
we think of as active, often that we have used 
previously and thought were useful are actually 
relatively passive and need to be combined with 
more effective ‘active’ strategies in order to help 
students understand, retain and recall, the material 
they are covering. 

Your brain has a limited capacity to think and 
so you need to manage it carefully to maximise 
your time. We think about what we are learning 
or reviewing using our ‘working memory’, it is a 
bit like a desk: you can only keep so much on it 
at one time before things fall off. You can retrieve 
content from long term memory (things you have 
definitely stored) or work with new content, but 
you will struggle to keep it all in your head. Make 

notes, diagrams and mindmaps to have as quick 
reference whilst you are thinking about complex 
topics you have to learn. Manage your distractions. 
Use images and words at the same time in your 
notes as they use different ‘desks’ in your working 
memory so you can think more deeply about 
topics you find harder. If you are going to use 
your precious time to revise, you may as well do it 
properly. 



Revision info

LinkSubject QR Code

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB

https://www.gcsepod.com/

https://phet.colorado.edu 
Virtual Experiments to help you understand the big ideas

https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/videos

https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimroseKittenScience/videos

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff/videos

https://www.onmaths.com

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html

https://corbettmaths.com/contents

https://justmaths.co.uk

https://www.technologystudent.com

Exam board past papers e.g.
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes

Science

Science

English

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

GCSE 
Technology & 
Engineering

Science

General revision 
websites

General revision 
websites

General revision 
websites



LinkSubject QR Code

https://learndojo.org/gcse/edexcel-history

https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/edexcel-gcse-history-resources

https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-history-revision/gcse-
history-past-papers/edexcel-gcse-history-past-papers

https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/30a2515b-
e135-4ab3-b4f5-75e929043e83/section/7b0b6690-3609-495d-
b8a8-a1c44046243c/session

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j

http://www.geobytes.org.uk/gcserevision.html

https://s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography

https://www.internetgeography.net/gcse-geography-revision

https://www.superprof.co.uk/blog/top-resources-for-gcse-geography

https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/gcse-geography

https://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/geography

https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/collections/gcse-
geography-key-topic-revision-quizzes

https://schoolhistory.co.uk/edexcel-gcse

RE

Art and Design

Geography

Geography

Geography

Geography

Geography

Geography

Geography

History

History

History

History



Attendance is 
important!
Every day and every lesson counts!

100% Haywood Academy Attendance

2 days missed

10 days missed

19 days missed

29 days missed

28 days missed

48 days missed

57 days missed

99%

95%

90%

85%

80%

75%

70%

What does your child’s attendance rate mean:

Above 97%
Less than 6 days’ absence a year, your child is on 
track to meet all of their Academy Expectations.

95%
10 days’ absence. Your child is likely to hit their 
Academy Expectations.

90%
19 days’ absence over a year. This is the 
equivalent of a month of lessons being missed.

85%
29 days’ absence. These students are missing 6 
weeks of learning within the year.

80%
38 days’ absence. Over the course of 5 years 
of secondary education, if this was repeated, 
it would add up to missing one whole year of 
lessons. Parents/carers could be issued with a 
Fixed Penalty Notice.

If your child misses a lesson, it is their responsibility to catch up the work 

missed. All work is available to access on the Google Classroom.



For further information 
please contact us:

Haywood Academy
High Lane
Burslem
Stoke on Trent
Staffordshire
ST6 7AB
E-mail: info@haywoodacademy.coop
Telephone: 01782 853535

Key Staff:

Principal Mrs Dawes 
Senior Vice Principal Mrs Taylor 
Deputy Principal Mr Convey (Curriculum) 
Deputy Principal Mr Hall (T&L)
Performance Leader for Year 11 Adel Stonier
Assistant Principal Mrs Brailsford 
Senior Lead Practitioner - Open Suite Mrs Brailsford
Senior Lead Practitioner - English Mrs Thornton
Senior Lead Practitioner - Maths Mr Paterson
Senior Lead Practitioner - Humanities Mrs Stanley
Senior Lead Practitioner - Science Mrs Bradley
Careers Leads Miss Abbotts and Mrs Whiston
Safeguarding Mrs Jones and Mrs Ryder
Exams Officer Megan Lovatt



Year 11 Success Evening

Subject

Subject

Lunch

3-4pm

Other

Subject

Subject

Subject

Subject

Subject

Subject

Subject

Subject

Items discussed

Action to be discussed

Intervention sessions to improve outcomes

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday


