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Dear parents/ carers, 
  
It is my pleasure to welcome you to our Spring edition of The Haywood News.  
  
After the events of the last two years, it is so heart-warming to see the experiences and opportunities 
being lapped up by our children at both Haywood Academy and City College, whether it be through 
extra-curricular visits , fundraisers, World Book Day promotion or experiences within our timetabled 
lessons - a love of learning, achievement and experience is certainly back at the heart of everything 
we do. The smiles say it all! 
  
With year 11 and 13 now actively preparing for those all important Summer exams, year 10 preparing 
to step up into student leadership positions across the academy, year 9  looking forward to beginning 
their new GCSE pathways soon and years 7 and 8 preparing to welcome our new students in 
September, our third and final term promises to be an exciting and even busier period of time in the 
academy! 
  
Regardless of the challenges continually thrown at our community, whether that be COVID, the rising 
cost of living, or the impact of the awful situation in Ukraine, staff at Haywood Academy and City 
College remain determined in our mission to guide and support students through these events and to 
provide the very best learning experiences, both inside and outside of the classroom, ultimately 
opening doors of opportunity.  Whilst doing this, we also recognise that we must adapt the way our 
academy operates to support families and young people in the best way possible through some very 
turbulent times, particularly with the rising cost of living.  We are currently exploring a number of 
opportunities to support our community and I will communicate this with you during the next term.  
One extra provision already in place is free breakfast available to all students in Café Life, each 
morning, between 7.45 and 8.20am.  As I say - more to follow. 
  
Before you go on to enjoy this term’s edition of our newsletter, I would like to thank all of you for 
your continued support. Your positive and constructive feedback not only recognises what you feel 
we do well, but helps us to continually improve our practice. Thank you. 
  
So, grab a brew, sit back and enjoy flicking through a small taster of what life has been like for our 
staff and students of the Haywood Academy and City College community this term. 
  
Take care and I hope you have a lovely Easter holiday. 
 
Regards 
  
  
 
 
 
 
Mike Dawes 
Principal 
Haywood Academy and City College 
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National Careers week took place from 7th-11th March, and each day during tutorial all Academy 
students took part in a variety of different activities with their form tutors:

  •  Monday was a Hope virtual assembly, and there was also the chance to explore the Virtual    
      Careers Fair.

  •  On Tuesday, students either took part in a discussion on the future of work with a A-Z of careers  
      activity.

  •  On Wednesday, each year group had a careers lesson on various topics, such as finding careers  
      information, making decisions about options, enterprise, and interview techniques.

  •  Thursday’s tutorial session was hosted by BBC Bitesize Careers Week Take Over, which linked to  
      several Q&A sessions with people from a wide range of careers sectors.

  •  Finally on Friday each student completed a reflection on the week, thinking about their skills /  
      hobbies and characters, and what their careers aspirations are. Some students showed us their   
      goals, demonstrating “In the future I want to be a......”, which was shared on social media.

If you need any advice about careers, please ask Miss Abbotts or Mrs Whiston for further guidance.

You can also visit the National Careers Week website for all the resources from the week at
https://nationalcareersweek.com/

Thank you for all taking part!

IN THE FUTURE
I WANT TO BE...

Year 10 have been learning about life as a 
soldier as part of their English Literature 
poetry study, and one student took the 
chance to look the part!

AIMING FOR
THE FUTURE
On the 17th February Jane Young from the DWP came into give an assembly to Year 7 on Labour 
Market Information.

Topics discussed included jobs for the future, work based skills apprenticeships and technology in 
the workplace.

Afterwards, the students had time to reflect on the assembly with their class teachers, where they 
discussed what careers they aspired to and how to achieve them.



Dates for 
your diary*

* all dates are subject
to change.

GIVE US YOUR FEEDBACK - GO ONLINE TO PARENT VIEW
Haywood Academy would like to have your 
feedback. You can do this by using Parent View. 
If you would like to comment please follow the 
instructions below:

CONNECT TO THE INTERNET:
Put the following link into a browser:

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
login?destination=/give-your-views

(this will take you to the website page where you 
can set up an account).
You need your email address and password for 

the simple log-in process.
Just follow the on-screen instructions and you 
will be sent an email to activate your account.
Once you have created an account and
activated it, you will be able to complete the 
online questionnaire quite quickly and easily.

TO SEARCH FOR A SCHOOL:
Enter the name of the school and part of the 
address (road, city, town or postcode) in the 
search boxes when you are asked to.
Select your child’s school from the
search results.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE:
There will be 12 statements to consider– for
example, “My child is happy at this school”-
each with a choice of responses for you to
select from:
• Strongly agree • Agree • Disagree
• Strongly disagree • Don’t know

Use the “Next” button to move to the next
question or the “Previous” button to go back. 
Once you have completed all 12 questions,
click on “Finish the survey” and the
questionnaire is complete.

Thank you for your contributions.
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WE’RE ALL
READERS

Haywood Academy celebrated the 25th anniversary of World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March, with 
staff surprising students by dressing up as literary characters.

Students really enjoyed the ‘Hunt for the Character’ activity on the day, and had also immersed 
themselves in the celebrations throughout the week, by taking part in numerous creative activities.

A brilliant day was had by all and there was a wonderful buzz around the Academy. Remember,
‘You are a reader!’, as the Day’s mantra this year says!

REACHING
OUT
We’re expanding our social media presence over 
to Instagram!

Follow our all-new Instagram account to keep
up-to-date with everything happening at 
Haywood Academy!

Find us here: - @haywoodacademy_

Friday 1st  April
Reports home to
Year 10 - Year 13 students

Monday 4th April
Year 12 and Year 13 phone calls 
home to parents

Year 11 Haywood Highfliers 
begins (selected students only)

Wednesday 6th April
HPV Vaccine

Thursday 7th April &
Friday 8th April
INSET Days

Monday 11th April
Easter Holidays commence

Monday 25th April
All students return to the 
Academy

Thursday 28th April
Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Monday 2nd May 
Bank Holiday

Thursday 5th May 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Friday 6th May 
Year 11 Photographs

Monday 9th May 
Year 11 and Year 13 GCSE/
A Levels begin

Tuesday 10th May 
Year 9 Maths exam

Thursday 26th May 
Dance Extravaganza- 7pm
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SOUNDS LIKE FUN!

Our Year 10 Maths trip to Manchester Metropolitan University on 15th February was a HUGE success!

The 13 students who went were very interested in learning some of the practical applications of the 
skills and content they are learning in their lessons.
They found out how their knowledge on trigonometry and graph transformations could be applied to 
compressing audio when it is sent to Spotify, TikTok, Netflix and YouTube, and has given them a new 
appreciation for their subject!

9H were involved in a joint project between Keele University and Higher Horizons with the aim of 
improving students’ speaking and communication skills whilst raising their awareness of further 
education, specifically university.

The project ran for four weeks and involved ambassadors from Keele attending lessons to support with 
the planning and preparation of a group presentation. It culminated in a visit to Keele University where 
students were taken on a tour and delivered their presentation to a small adult audience.

They all did a fantastic job at not only presenting their work, but also in representing Haywood.

WORDS OF
OUR FUTURE

DANCE
EXTRAVAGANZA
Students from Years 7-11 performed in the Dance Extravaganza at the 
Victoria Hall on Tuesday 8th March.

The theme of the evening was ‘The Future is in your hands’ and our 
choreographic intention was to raise awareness of climate change and 
deforestation.



THE HAYWOOD NEWS    5

MYEd App
We are changing the way that we communicate with parents, and 
relaunching the My Ed app.

We would like all parents to download this so that they can keep up to date 
with what is going on in school. The app is free to download, notifications 
are free to receive, and parents can send messages to the school free
of charge.

What sort of information can parents see?

The app needs to be downloaded on the phone that has the same number 
that we have on record.
If we do not have the mobile number stored you can download the app but 
it will not show your child’s details. 
It is very important that we are kept up-to-date with any change of mobile 
number so that you can continue to use the app.
You can only see information about your own children, and so there is no 
risk of anyone being able to see information about other students.

The app includes information about:
 • Attendance (absence can also be reported through the app)
 • Forms to complete can be downloaded (change of address etc.)
 • Key dates- important things going on in school
 • Contact numbers
 • News items
 • Links to social media

How to download the app:
  1. Go to your app store
  2. Search for My Ed
  3. Download the app
  4. Search for the school name

As long as the mobile number is the same as the one on SIMS then the 
app will automatically bring up details for students linked to that number. If 
there is more than one child in the family then it will bring up details for all 
students.

Students can download the app too but they will not be able to see 
information about them. They will be able to see general information about 
the school such as news, key dates etc.
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WELCOME!
After a break due to the pandemic, we have been 
able to start welcoming pupils from our primary 
feeder schools back to the academy!

At the start of February, we had a great visit from 
Year 6 Smallthorne Academy pupils, who took 
part in activities themed around World War II 
across Art, DT and Food.

Many of these pupils will join us in September as 
Year 7s, so it’s great to give them a taster into 
what life is like at the Academy.

STEM CLUB 
IS BACK!
All students can once again attend STEM club on a Thursday after 
school.

If this is something you think you’d be interested in, speak to your 
teachers to find out more!

LIFE LESSONS FROM 
LOUDMOUTH
On Tuesday 15th February our Year 9 cohort had the opportunity to 
watch the drama production ‘One of Us’ delivered by Loudmouth 
Productions.

The 60-minute presentation covered how young people may be 
groomed and radicalised into extremism, and where to get help and 
support.

Our student feedback said that this presentation really made them 
think about how easily they could be targeted, but also gave them good 
advice on how to keep themselves safe.
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IN THE
ARMY
NOW

On Monday 24th January, at the beginning of Army Careers week, Year 9 took part in a year group assembly 
delivered by an Army Lieutenant, which explained what types of careers are available in the Army and what the 
experience of Army life was like.

The next session took place in the sports hall with brigade staff from different parts of the country, which was more 
hands-on, and students could hold and feel the equipment used. They also had the opportunity to work as teams 
to problem solve.

Finally, a group of 20 students who had expressed a keen interest in an Army career got the opportunity to do a Q&A 
session with 6 brigadiers asking questions about daily life and career progression.

CRACKING CERAMICS

On 21st January, Year 7 Art students visited The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery to explore the exhibition 
Alchemy and Metamorphosis.

They saw the history of ceramic production methods that have evolved over time to allow artists to achieve perfection, 
and later they worked with the international artist Neil Brownsword, using moulds to create clay vessels.

A great day was had by all, with some very impressive pottery results!
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RED NOSE
DAY 2022
Students and staff were busy baking or purchasing cakes to sell during a 
bake sale at break time on Friday 18th March, to raise money for Comic 
Relief. The sale raised a total of £160!

In addition to the cake sale, students have also been donating items to put 
in our care packages, which will be used by Ukrainian families coming to 
England.

Another great team effort by our Academy community!

PI DAY
On Monday 14th March
the Academy celebrated Pi Day.

Maths isn’t just for Maths lessons. 
Check out some of the delicious
Pi’s created by students in
Food technology.

TAKING SOME
TIME OUT
It was great to work with our students across the school on Children’s 
Mental Health Week, 7th – 13th February. 
We had fantastic conversations, learnt so much, and took the chance to 
really slow down and think about our mental health, which is so important.
Participation was great, and we hope that the students felt the benefits too. 

Remember, more people than ever are suffering from mental health issues, 
and at Haywood we want our students to know if they are feeling anxious, 
worried or stressed they can get help.
Speaking to teachers, friends and family members is important, but 
sometimes we know it’s easier to talk to a stranger - if you want support, 
feel free to call CONNECT on 85258.
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SAFEGUARDING NEWS
During these past two years of uncertainty and the difficulties faced by successive national Lockdowns, nothing has remained more important to all of us 
than the ongoing welfare and support for every one of our students.

We fully comprehend our responsibility to promote the welfare of all children and young people and to help keep them safe. Our students are regularly 
reminded via their form tutors and assembly programme of ways in which to access support on a day to day basis. The enclosed poster is inside the student 
planner for quick reminders where to access to support.

In this rapidly changing world of technology, keeping our youngsters safe online remains of one of our greatest challenges.

In this edition of the newsletter, we have included two guides from the National Online Safety organisation, which outlines some of the dangers involved in 
phone scams and how to tackle those conversations when young people are targeted online or view upsetting content.

We do hope that you find these informative. If you would like to talk to a member of our safeguarding team, please do not hesitate to contact us using the 
information and contact email addresses below.

Upon return to the academy on 25th April, 
students will spend Period 1 with their form 
tutors.

Breakfast items will be available at this time.

We look forward to welcoming you back after 
this holiday period.

Every day, delicious, fresh food goes to waste at cafes, restaurants, hotels, shops and manufacturers 
- just because it hasn’t sold in time.
The Too Good To Go app lets you buy and collect this food - at a great price - so it gets eaten instead 
of wasted. You won’t know exactly what’s in your order until you pick it up - it’s all part of the surprise.

Just download the app to get started.

RESCUE MAGIC BAGS
OF SURPLUS,

UNSOLD FOOD

FROM YOUR
FAVOURITE

SHOPS AND
RESTAURANTS
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FOOTBALL NEWS

The Year 8 and 9 Football Team played at Excel Academy, where they
came third in their group phase - 3 wins, 2 draws and 1 loss.
Unfortunately, this put them 1 point off the semi-finals, but great work
from everyone!

Both our Year 9 and Year 10 football teams have played really well this term.
They have had matches against Co-op Academy and Birches Head 
Academy in the league, and all students have represented Haywood 
exceptionally well.
Hopefully both year groups can build on these positive performances!

The Year 9 Squad: 

1. Broden Chevin
2. Tafira Sambizi
3. Jack Owen
4. Jayden Shannon
5. Ryan Morse
6. Duwud Barber
7. Chidera Njoku
8. Kenny Camaiwaqa

The Year 10 Squad: 

1. Oliver Steele 
2. Tom Rutter 
3. Lucas Hemmings 
4. Danny Boon 
5. Kaylub Lancett 
6. Amarn Mohammed
7. Nahim Zamir 
8. Ben Forrester 
9. Takura Sambizi 
10. Fabian Mottram 

9. Kwaku Tabiri
10. Jamarl Davenport
11. Harry Birks
12. Seth Keeling
13. Connor Woodcock
14. D’Anthony Takezzi
15. Asim Nasar
16. Sullivan Meridith

11. Charlie Steele 
12. Cody Leah
13. Harrison Hand 
14. Amarn Asif 
15. Adil Ali 
16. Dilan Adam
17. Ernest Kusi
18. James Moran
19. Declan Murray
20. Louise Coates
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Well done to the Year 10 football team with a spirited performance against a 
tough, hardworking and strong Birches Head team.
The match ended 2-2 with goals from Dylan Adam and Naheem Zameer.
Man of the Match went to Fabian Mottram.

Our Year 12 Sports Science students were rewarded for their efforts of late 
with some ultimate frisbee and frisbee golf.
Great effort, keep up the hard work!

HARD WORK 
PAYS OFF



On 7th March City College hosted a retrospective of the work of John McQuade (1932–2020), a local artist who attended Burslem School of Art as a 
student back in its heyday.
The event was a perfect opportunity for his family and friends to reminisce and to admire some of his exquisite work - some of which is on permanent 
display in the Burslem School of Art Trust Room, and in our City College art studio.
 
An avid lover of steam trains, John worked as a stoker on the Leek to Cheddleton line, and he replicated the engines he worked on in models made 
using balsa wood and two-part epoxy resin. He had many admirers of his work, was adored by many, but was very modest, and his family are pleased 
that some of his beautiful work can be displayed for others to enjoy.

Thank you to Burslem School of Art Trust and the City Learning Trust for making this event a success.

BUDDING
DESIGNERS

NEWS
@citycollegestoke

@CityCollege_Burslem

@CCollegeBurslem

CELEBRATING OUR PAST
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A HEALTHY START

TO THE DAY
For one of their BTEC Sport lessons, our Year 
12 students used cereal to represent the 
composition of blood and its functions.
Then, they went on to dissect a lamb’s heart to 
understand the structures, functions, and the 
roles they play in the cardiovascular system.

On 2nd February City College hosted the first 
Y11 Taster Day of 2022!

A group of students came to the School of Art 
to take part in a taster session combining Art & 
Design, Photography and Product Design.

The team of students had to design and make a 
cardboard chair inspired by an artist that would 
work and be usable, with limited resources of 
card, tape and paper.
The chosen artist was Yayoi Kusama, and the 
group would have loved time to create a larger 
installation!

All-in-all, as well as having lots of fun designing 
and decorating, our students got to explore 
the college and find out all about life at A level!


